
Reading House Plans  

Plans, Specifications, and Estimating  
Use with the Overview of Building Trades Course  
 

Site Plan:  
A site plan, or plot plan, shows the building lot with boundaries, contours, existing roads,  

utilities, building locations, driveway locations and other details such as existing trees and  
nearby buildings.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Floor Plan:  
A drawing showing a horizontal plane view of each floor viewed from above the floor (top  

view). A floor plan shows the outside shape of the building; the arrangement, size, and  

shape of the rooms. In a house plan, there is a separate drawing for each floor. More  
detailed drawings can be referenced from the floor plan drawings. It is not possible to see  
the height of objects in a plan view. The floor plan may show the following features:  
 

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

 

 
Wall locations, lengths and widths  

Door locations, size, and type  

Window locations, size, and type  

Stairways locations and widths  

Fireplaces locations and size  

 

 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9.  

 

 
Cabinets locations and size  

Mechanical equipment  

Room names  

Room dimensions  



Foundation Plan:  
A drawing showing a horizontal plane view of the foundation viewed from above the  
foundation. (top view) A foundation plan shows the outside shape of the buildings  
foundation; the arrangement, size, and shape of the rooms in the basement. It is not  
possible to see the height of objects in a plan view. The foundation plan may show the  
following features:  
 
1.  

2.  
 

 
3.  

 
Footings, locations, lengths and widths  

Foundation Walls, locations, lengths  
and widths  

Materials used  

 
4.  

5.  
 

 
6.  

 
Reinforcing Steel, location and size  

Door and Window, locations, size, and  

type  

Mechanical equipment locations  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elevation Drawings:  
An elevation drawing is a side view that allows you to see the exterior features of a building,  
including the materials used, and height and width of objects. A minimum of four  
elevations are needed to show the design of all sides of the structure. Elevations of a 
building interior are sometimes called interior elevations.  



Section Drawings:  
Section views provide important information about materials, fastening, and support  
systems, and concealed features. They show how an object looks when "cut" vertically by  
an imaginary cutting plane. Section views are similar to elevation views because they allow  
you to see the actual shape of objects as shown from one side. Section views are where 
you should look to find the height of objects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detail Drawings:  
When precise information is needed about a small or complex portion of the building, a  
detail drawing is made. Such drawings are used whenever the information given in  
elevations, floor plans, foundation plans, and sections is not clear enough to communicate  
the desired results. The construction materials and techniques to be used in the building are  
often given in detail drawings.  



Schedules:  
A schedule is a list or a chart. A door or window schedule gives the number and size of all  
doors and windows in the building. Units listed in the schedules are referenced to the plan  
views with a letter or number. Some designers provide the rough opening sizes in the  
schedules to speed construction and ensure a correct fit. Any information that could be  
organized into a list or chart might be shown in a schedule.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specifications:  
Specifications or notes are written notes that may be arranged in list form. They give  
instructions about specific materials and construction techniques to be used. Specifications 
or notes may also give information on building code compliance requirements.  

 
   


